COUNTY ROADS CLEANER-

Litter Affects Everyone


Litter is unhealthy, unsightly, and can be a safety hazard.  We can help stop litter by making sure that garbage isn’t overflowing and that there are enough garbage receptacles where they are needed, but the attitude that causes people to litter must be changed.  People tend to think that somebody else will clean it up, especially in places where there already is a lot of litter or places where the sense of community pride is low.  Take responsibility for your actions and pride in your environment- don’t litter!  And remember, littering is against the law.  

“The total amount of litter removed from county roads during 2005 was 20,654 pounds or 10.33 tons,” Freeholder Denise Coyle , liaison to the solid waste program, reported.  
The program was funded by a $39,017.38 grant from New Jersey Clean Communities Program and benefited the Somerset County Road Division, which was able to hire summer help and the Solid Waste Management Division, which organized Adopt-A-Road groups and community service workers.

This year, the Somerset County Clean Communities program joined forces with the Somerset County Probation Department for the seventh year to assist with the litter abatement project.  The joint venture allowed 

individuals sentenced to community service the opportunity to contribute positively to the community and provided the court an additional sentencing alternative.  Community service participants picked up 4,450 pounds of litter on county roadways from June through October.  Also, weekend inmates from the county jail picked up an additional 5,875 pounds of litter.

The Somerset County Road Division removed another 5,429 pounds of litter and recovered 2,185 pounds of marketable recyclables from county roads that they cleaned.

Thirty-nine organizations participated in the county Adopt-A-Road program in 2005, greatly contributed to the clean-up effort by removing and properly disposing of 4,900 pounds of litter during the spring, summer, and fall.  Volunteer groups that have adopted stretches of county roads to maintain include: 

Basking Ridge- AT&T Pioneers and Burgdorff Realtors, Fellowship Village Retirement Community

Bernards- Bernards Twp. PBA #357, Liberty Corner Presbyterian Church and Bonnie Brae

Bedminster- Cookson Construction, Bedminster Flyers Cycling Club and Lamington Presbyterian Church

Branchburg- The Jesus Christ Church of Latter-day Saints

Bridgewater- Somerset County 4-H Senior Council and Somerset County 4-H Rocket Club and Middle Earth

Far Hills- Far Hills Environmental Commission

Franklin- Omega Psi Phi Inc. Fraternity, Mu Gamma Gamma Chapter, Six Mile Run Reformed Church, Somerset County Federation of Republican Women, Somerset County Youth Council and Franklin First

Hillsborough- Hillsborough High School Interact, Boy Scout Troop #89, Royce Brook Golf Club, Brownie Troop #645, Van Cleef Engineering Associates, DI Farms, Inc, and Shining Image, Inc. 

Manville- Boy Scout Troop & Pack #193

Millstone- Boy Scout Troop #489

Montgomery- Bloomberg Financial Markets, Belle Mead Garage, River Road Association and Eastern Mountain Hospital

North Plainfield- Boy Scout Troop #235

Raritan- ARC of Somerset

Somerville- Rotary Club of Somerville and St. John’s Episcopal Church

South Bound Brook- Boy Scout Troop #42

Warren- Knights of Columbus, Our Lady of the Mount

Watchung- Boy Scout Troop # 32


According to Freeholder Denise Coyle, picking up litter is more than just a way of beautifying the roadside.  “Litter may seem harmless and just an undesirable eyesore,” she said.  “But litter has the potential to be carried by storm water runoff and can pollute our natural surface water systems.”  Freeholder Coyle thanks the Adopt-A-Road participants for their help and encourages other organizations to join the successful program in 2006.  For more information about the Adopt-A-Road program, call the Division of Solid Waste Management at (908) 231-7681.

