Stewards of Open Space in Camden County

In answer to questions raised by County elected officials regarding the maintenance of an increasing inventory of County-owned lands in the face of growing manpower shortages, Camden County has initiated a volunteer driven effort to maintain conservation lands purchased through its Open Space Preservation Trust Fund.

Funded through the County’s Clean Communities program, this volunteer program, known as Stewards of Open Space in Camden County (SOS), is currently being coordinated through the non-profit South Jersey Land and Water Trust (SJLWT), under contract to the County.
 In it first year of operation (2010-2011), SJLWT coordinated six cleanups on open lands either owned by the County or adjacent to such lands. More than fifteen tons of litter and illegally dumped waste were removed by more than 150 volunteers. 
Clean up locations are identified by SJLWT personnel during site investigations over the winter and into early spring. Instances of litter and dumping are photo-documented and GPS coordinates determined to assist with subsequent cleanup and removal efforts. Cleanups generally are not scheduled in the summer months to avoid ticks and the overgrowth of vegetation. 

In addition to coordinating cleanups, SJLWT is responsible for on-going solicitation of volunteers to join SOS; maintaining the volunteer database; identifying, and where feasible, taking measures to eradicate invasive species; and, identifying and applying for grants to enhance the visitors experience within the open space i.e. signage identifying local flora and fauna, unique environments, etc. .
It is a goal of the program to continue to grow the number of volunteers, and to expand the reach of the program to include municipally-owned open space purchased with County and municipal open space tax money.
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