New Jersey Watersheds 
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A watershed is an area of land that drains into a body of water such as a river, lake, stream, or bay.  It is separated from other watersheds by high points in the areas such as hills or slopes.  It includes not only the waterway itself but also the entire land area that drains to it.  For example, the watershed of a lake would include not only the streams entering that lake but also the land area that drains into those streams and eventually the lake.  Drainage basins generally refer to large watersheds that encompass the watersheds of many smaller rivers and streams.

No matter where you are in New Jersey, you are in a watershed.  Watersheds are everywhere from your front doorstep to the local park to the shopping mall to the creek down the road.  Watersheds are the link between our land, our water and our communities because the quality of our water is linked to how we use the watershed surrounding it.

New Jersey has five watershed regions:
Atlantic Coastal

Lower Delaware

Northeast

Northwest

Raritan

New Jersey has 20 watershed management areas:
1.  Upper Delaware

2.  Wallkill

3.  Pompton, Pequannock, Wanaque, Ramapo
4.  Lower Passaic, Saddle

5.  Hackensack, Hudson, Pascack
6.  Upper and Mid Passaic, Whippany and Rockaway

7.  Arthur Kill

8.  North and South Branch Raritan

9.  Lower Raritan, South River, and Lawrence

10. Millstone

11. Central Delaware

12. Monmouth

13. Barnegat Bay

14. Mullica

15. Great Egg Harbor

16. Cape May

17. Maurice, Salem and Cohansey

18. Lower Delaware

19. Rancocas

20. Assiscunk, Crosswicks and Doctors

To learn more about watersheds  please go to www.nj.gov/dep/watershedrestoration/info.html  or call 609-633-2201.

