Union County Litter Free Event

Union County held their first litter free events in the summer of 2006 in conjunction with the Department of Park and Recreations’ Summer Arts Series which feature outdoor concerts in the park.  General attendance at each event generally runs from 2,500 to 5,000 people.  

Modeled after the Keep America Beautiful Concept, the County initially sold the event as a night off for the maintenance crew, asking everyone to please cleanup their garbage and recyclables (see script which was read to the crowd).  During the first litter free event, the maintenance crew were brought on stage, and were recognized for their hard work and given a round of applause.  Several reminders were given to the crowd as the night went on and the program was a huge success.  After the event, which hosted approximately 5,000 people, less than one bag of garbage/recyclables were picked up from the venue!!  A decision was made to have every summer concert a litter-free event.  
The cost of the program was limited to purchasing two types of bags (small clear bags for recyclables and larger white bags for garbage – see bag artwork).  Four foot banners were also made and installed at all entrances to the event (see banner artwork).  And lastly, wooden posts were made and installed to hang the bags, near the garbage and recycling containers.  
Check out this video of one of the Litter Free Events!
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Script
As you can see from the UNION COUNTY LITTER FREE banners you passed as you walked in, tonight Union County is hosting their first LITTER FREE event.  That means that we are giving the Park Maintenance Staff, who work so diligently every week to set up and break down each of these events, a little help!!!  (recognize them on stage!!) 
We are asking your participation to help keep our parks clean by making sure you throw away or recycle all of your trash.  There are separate bags available for your trash and your recyclables located at three separate areas in the park.  Please use as many as you need and deposit them in the designated cans as you leave our event tonight.  Once again, we thank you for your help and lets give the Park Maintenance crew a round of applause for all their help!!!  
Bag Artwork
UNION COUNTY LITTER FREE!
[image: image2.wmf]
Please place all non-recyclables inside this bag.
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Banner artwork
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