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Speaking to a group of people or students about litter

1. The hook – find a way to capture their attention.  I do a couple of magic tricks while talking about litter and asking questions.  Children love to answer questions.
2. Tell a story – you can tell about a litter-related experience you’ve had or read a story about litter.  I read The Wartville Wizard, by Don Madden.
3. Visuals – have pictures or slides that will enhance your presentation and give the audience a picture that they will remember.  I have slides of the pictures from The Wartville Wizard book.  I also have slides of: 

· litter along a road

· a storm drain

· litter on a storm drain

· a pond with ducks

· a lake with swans

· a beach with lots of people

· a sea lion with littered ribbon stuck around his neck

· a sea turtle with a littered plastic bag stuck in his mouth

· a sea lion caught in a fishing net that was littered
These slides are visuals that will keep the audience engaged in the presentation.  I also bring litter along that I have picked up: fishing line, balloons tied to colorful ribbons, a bottle, a soda can, a candy wrapper, a coffee cup.  The audience will relate to these items since they are often seen along our roadways.
4. The connection – your presentation should include a strategy that will connect your audience to the subject of litter.  I use animal puppets that remind the audience of how harmful litter can be to animals.  Most individuals, especially children, relate to animals.
5. The overview – Be sure to recap all of the things that you talked about so that the audience will remember key points.  I have my audience come to the front of the classroom and use the animal puppets to give the class a message about something they learned from the presentation.  The students love the opportunity to show their acting abilities.  They bring their puppet to life by giving it a voice and talking about what they learned and sometimes surprise me by adding in other information about pollution or facts about a particular animal they love. 
6. Conclusion – leave the group with one important message or thought.  I tell the group that they have “the power over trash” and they can make this world a cleaner place!  You can leave them some stickers, pencils or handouts that will remind them of your visit and your important message about Clean Communities. 

The best tip of all:  Be creative and have fun.  Children will absorb the information if they are having a good time.   
Outdoor activity
Don’t limit yourself to giving an indoor presentation.  Feel free to take the children outside the building and have them pick up litter (I would suggest that you provide gloves and stay away from busy roads).  Bring in all of the items that you’ve collected and do a survey.  Separate all of the recyclables from the trash (keep the gloves on for this activity).  Have a discussion about what you have collected and where it came from.  

Points for discussion:

· What effects does litter have on our environment

· How are animals affected by litter 

· Why is it important to recycle

· Why are cigarette butts very dangerous

· Why do people litter

· What are the legal ramifications   
· How do storm drains move litter to other locations 

· Why is it important to keep your community clean and litter-free      
Have the class design signs/posters that they believe would change the attitudes of those who litter.  Display the signs/posters in the school.  You could also have a contest and choose the best sign/poster and give the winner a prize. 

This outdoor activity is a good for grades 3 and up.   
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